
and now closed under the proposed DEIS Plan. We strongly disagree with this 
definition. 

2.	 The Equestrian Community has no realistic alternative in this Plan for continued use 
of the forest because there are virtually no camping areas for horses and mules. 
Most conventional campgrounds do not allow horses and mules and equestrian 
users have historically used the disbursed camping sites to recreate in the Sierra 
National Forest. The DEIS Plan does not have any way to reach these historical 
sites by vehicular means such as truck and trailers. These short spurs will now be 
closed. 

3.	 The maps show a few locations that are proposed for disbursed camping and 
parking but there is no assurance that the very stringent guidelines (templates) will 
allow this to happen. The BCHC/SJSU proposed 50 or more disbursed sites to 
consider. These should be given high priority to allow continued use of the forest by 
the equestrian community and not be shutout because of an improper definition of 
OHV cross-country travel. Horse trailers and pickups are not off highway vehicles 
and have easily reached these sites in the past. 

4.	 PARKING cars, trucks and large horse rigs along roads would create a HAZARD for 
all, especially children, pets and livestock. EQUESTRIANS need safe and 
appropriate staging areas! Even the Sierra Club Fresno rep thinks this level of 
closure is TOO EXTREME! 

5.	 The economic impact of virtually eliminating historical dispersed access to camp 
areas has been so grossly misstated. Many hundreds of the public use these sites 
each year, including the equestrian community, and depend on the low cost and 
availability to make their recreation economically feasible. This was totally not 
evaluated in the economic section of the DEIS. 

In Conclusion: The DEIS Travel Management Plan is a gross distortion of the original 
National intent to correct true OHV cross-country travel problem by bureaucratically calling 
the short spurs to the hundreds of dispersed camping and parking sites as closed for use. 
This causes the historical public use to be shut out of the National Forest and creates 
hazards that have been glossed over. Some Regional Forests have allowed 300 ft zones 
along the designated routes to solve this problem. Forest Service Region 5 has chosen to 
slap the public in the face and force everyone into limited public campgrounds. This is done 
under the environmental guise that this historical dispersed use is damaging to the 
environment. We in the Equestrian Community disagree and strongly oppose the adoption 
of this intent in the DEIS. 

Respectfully; 

cU~)~~ 
Charles (Toby) Horst, Public Liaison Chair 
San Joaquin Sierra Unit, BCHC 


